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NOTICE TO
TOWN OF PORTER RESIDENTS

TOWN WIDE FINAL
BRUSH PICKUP SCHEDULE

Starting the week of

November 2nd to November 6th

THIS WILL BE THE LAST BRUSH PICKUP 
FOR THE YEAR

Our website: PorterNY.com

TOWN OF PORTER DOES NOT HAVE
LEAF PICKUP PROGRAM

Leaves should be bagged and brought to 

Town Hall parking lot dumpster.

Lawn and Landscaping Contractors should
remove any leaves from yards they have

contracted for clean up.

TOWN OF PORTER

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Here’s where some of the larg-
est construction projects stand:
New Center Street Plaza/

Frontier House
A portion of the new plaza at 

Center, North Eighth and Onon-
daga streets opened earlier this 
year, as Quest Diagnostics moved 
into the fi rst fl oor of building No. 
2.

Project partner Jeff Williams 
said, “We put a roof on the back 
building (No. 3), and we’re work-
ing on tenants.”

Tim Hortons management re-
cently received approval for sig-
nage on building No. 1, and stated 
the goal is to open for service by 
year’s end.

As far as securing additional 
tenants, Williams said, “We’re do-
ing well.”

Ellicott Development pur-
chased the land in 2012 and part-
nered with Williams on the plaza 
project. The two then joined with 
Bill Game to purchase the Fron-
tier House in February 2019.

It’s anticipated work will re-
sume there – at Lewiston’s nearly 
200-year-old “crown jewel” – in a 
few weeks.

“We’ve done some engineering 
and architectural work, and I be-
lieve that they went out to talk to a 
couple masons to do some point-
ing before winter. So, I’m sure 
you’ll see something,” Williams 
said.

Village of Lewiston Mayor Anne 
Welch has spoken with Ellicott 
Development CEO Bill Paladino, 
and “He’s had a lot to do with this 
whole pandemic, trying to get 
back on track,” she said. 

“I think he’s probably in a place 
now that he’s got everything else 
kind of going, and that he can 
start working on the Frontier 

House,” she added.
Prior to the purchase of the 

Frontier House, the Village of 
Lewiston was pressing the for-
mer owner to make exterior reno-
vations – even going so far as to 
initiate Town Court proceedings. 

Welch said the situation here 
is different, because, “If the pan-
demic hadn’t shut everything 
down, the work would have start-
ed on the Frontier House a long 
time ago. But with the pandemic, 
I mean, they couldn’t get mate-
rial, they couldn’t get workers, ev-
erybody was shut down to 50% or 
less. And then the workers were 
on the unemployment. … That’s a 
lot to deal with. …

“Bill Paladino has a lot of prop-

erty to deal with. It probably was a 
nightmare for him, trying to keep 
everything going and getting the 
workers and everything else.”

The Frontier House is listed on 
all pertinent historic registers (lo-
cal, state, national), and exterior 
work requires specifi c materials.

“They have to match the mor-
tar and everything so it looks his-
torical,” Welch said. “There’s a lot 
involved in taking care of that. I 
know he met with (the New York 
State Historic Preservation Of-
fi ce). He said he had a very good 
meeting with SHPO. He was do-
ing what he was supposed to do. 
It’s just that, the timeline, you 
have to wait.”

“I know he’s going to do a great 
job once he gets going,” Welch 
added. “That’s just the way he is. 
I have a lot of faith in him.”

As far as the plaza goes, and 
landing tenants, she noted, “Busi-
nesses are still suffering.”

“The thing is, who wants to 
(say), ‘I’m going to be the big 
tenant, because we don’t have 
any money, but we’re gonna 
move into there and hope for 
the best.’ Everybody kind of had 
to settle out and see how this 
COVID thing was going to do. 
If we’re going to go back into 
lockdown, who wants to open 
a business? There’s a lot to be 
considered.”

Still, Williams said residents 
“should not be concerned about 
anything,” with regard to the 
pace of construction or progress 
on the plaza or Frontier House 
projects. 

“I don’t think I own anything 
that’s empty, do I?” he said. “We’re 
not going to have something 
that’s empty. It’s just a tough pe-
riod of time” with the pandemic.

‘Gallo 3’
The most noticeable work has 

taken place at the corner of Cen-
ter and North Fourth streets. 
Michael Hibbard, who owns and 
operates Gallo Coal Fire Kitchen 
and Gather by Gallo, is convert-
ing the former Grandpaws Pet 
Emporium/Brewed and Bot-
tled/Sgt. Peppers buildings into 
a third Gallo.

“So, right now, you’ve prob-
ably noticed the covered area 
that we had built. That’s pretty 
much the only exterior work or 
addition that we’re putting on as 
of now. And that, it will house the 
exterior bar,” Hibbard said. “And 
then, interior – where no one re-
ally has seen all the work that’s 
gone on inside – is where we’re 
pretty close to getting drywall 
up. All the rough plumbing is 
done. The walls are all framed, 
and the heating and cooling is 
probably 50%, and the electrical – 
the second fl oor is done, but the 
fi rst fl oor needs to be fi nished. 
So, we’re pretty close to drywall, 
as of this point.”

The two-story building will 
house the main eatery. Work re-
cently began on a second-level 
deck.

“If you’re facing the building 
now, it’d be the west side – the 
side facing the river – will be a 
Gallo Pronto concept,” Hibbard 
said. “That’s going to be around 
1,200 square-feet; and that’s go-
ing to be quick service – you’d 
come in, you grab a sandwich 
and go. Salads, coffee – kind of 
like a mini-Panera Bread style. 
And then the rest of the building 
is going to be Gallo. First fl oor 
restaurant and second fl oor ban-
quet facility.”

Surrounding the building, 

“The courtyard itself is going to 
incorporate some exterior sculp-
tures, and we have some other 
ideas with incorporating Artpark 
and Castellani and have them 
involved in trying to showcase 
some artwork from the commu-
nity in the courtyard area,” Hib-
bard said. “And then the (corner) 
area that you’re talking about, 
that’s going to be fi nished off. … 
It’ll be mostly for if you wanted to 
do an exterior party. That could 
be rented, and we could set up a 
party outside.”

The coal fi re kitchen – and its 
signature pizzas – will ultimately 
move to this spot, while the origi-
nal Gallo is expected to switch to 
a Mexican grill.

“It’s probably going to be 
spring,” Hibbard said when 
asked for a timeline. “We want 
to be open, obviously, before 
next summer, so we’re hoping 
the fi rst quarter of 2021. So, 
maybe towards the tail-end of 
February, March; that’s our 
goal, at least.”

In the meantime, patrons can 
continue to eat in or order takeout 
from Gallo and Gather.

“They’re actually going very 
well,” Hibbard said. “We’re pleas-
antly surprised with the reception 
of people. Our takeout business 
has grown substantially at Gallo. 
With Gather – it’s actually a good 
problem to have – but we can only 
accommodate so many people, 
especially on the weekends. We 
have to turn some business away. 

“But the biggest scare right 
now, with both of those locations, 
is exterior seating” as colder 
weather approaches. “So, we’re 
trying to come up with some dif-
ferent ideas.”

He explained, “Losing all the 
outdoor seating is going to kind 
of disrupt a lot of things, but we’re 
trying to come up with some 
ideas on how to help with that. At 
Gather, we’re trying to maybe fo-
cus some more on some takeout 
there, because we don’t really 
have a takeout business there. So, 
we’re just trying to come up with 
some different ideas.”

Gather, which offers burg-
ers, steaks, seafood and salads, 
opened just before COVID-19 
closed society. Upon restarting 
in the spring, Hibbard said the 
response from diners has been 
positive.

“They’re really enjoying the 
food, the atmosphere, and our 
bar is really one of the things that 
people are kind of gravitating to-
wards,” he said. “But like I said, 
with restrictions, we’re kind of 
limited on what we can do with 
seating capacities. But, for the 
most part, I think people are just 
wanting something new in Lewis-
ton, and we’re able to achieve that 
by opening up Gather.”

Mayor has confi dence in developers
Continued from Page 1

This is what 402 Center looks like now (above) … and what it’s expected to become over the next few months. (Ren-
dering courtesy of Fittante Architecture).

More images of the new plaza’s building No. 1.
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